
 

Reception update Autumn Term 2  

Dear Parents and carers, 
The children have all settled in to their new class and are enjoying their new routines.  I hope that all 
parents have found the new routines easy to manage. To the new members of our family, a very warm 
welcome to both children and parents  and we hope you have enjoyed your first term here at St 
Charles. 
Our learning in Reception is very varied and we aim to cover our curriculum as flexibly as possible as 
we integrate what the children enjoy most into our learning. We begin with topics of learning that we 
tailor to suit the children’s interests and we began this year with learning about  ‘Who helps us’ in 
our community and in our immediate environment such as school and at home. This has been based 
around people in our lives who care for us in a variety of ways such as, our service people, Health 
care, Fire and Police services. Also, others who do not always spring to mind as quickly like those 
who are looking after us in the background quietly on a day to day basis such as our own Father Paul, 
the school caretaker (Mr. Williams), cooks and housekeepers and of course our mums, dads and 
family members. This has been linked very clearly and strongly to our RE learning of ‘Gods World’ and 
‘We are all Gods Family’. 
We have had a variety of visits from people in the children’s lives such as a local Nurse, Policeman and 
a school housekeeper amongst other visitors of interest.  The children showed an interest in how 
their bodies are made, which inspired us to invite a nurse to come and chat with them. The children 
had great fun learning about what a nurse did in her job role and how to apply a bandage to their 
friends in class. I’m sure some children went home sporting their ‘broken arms’. I was told that some 
children even insisted on sleeping in their friends handy-work, coming to school with it still applied 
the following day! 

We have looked at how unique we all are and learnt about our fingerprints. We talked about how this 
can help the police force to look after us and keep us safe. We have linked this further to how 
important Gods world is and how important and unique we are to him and we should take care of what 
he has given us. We have done this in lots of ways, one of which has been by learning to look after 
living creatures such as our tropical fish, many of which we are learning the names of.  We have also 
been learning maths through outdoor out-door activities in our new forest school environment. For 
example, the children have each counted out a set of daffodil bulbs and planted them for spring.  

Our Class Learning for Autumn 2 

We begin our second half term learning about transport with our topic, ‘Where would you like to go 
and how would you get there?’ We will be linking it to our learning about the world. For Reception, 
this means we will be learning about geography and also about different vehicles that are used around 
the world. If you find your child is showing a particular interest in any specific area of transport or 
any geographical areas, do let us know and we will do our best to plan around those areas of interest 
and share that with the rest of the class.  

In Early Years we always take every opportunity to link our topics to good literature so that we can 
increase our children’s love of books. For instance, in the first term the children were talking about 



hospitals and how we were made therefore, we explored the book ‘Funny Bones’ by Janet and Allan 
Ahlberg. This term we are planning to read lots of exciting books such as Room on the Broom, 
Whatever next, and the Train Journey to name but a few. 

As we always strive to create our learning environment around the children’s interests, there may be 
other mini topics that present themselves throughout the term so we will keep you posted.  

Best wishes  

Mrs Holt  and Mrs Hamer 

	
 

Other information  
Reception Daily timetable 

8.55 9.25  9.25 10.30  10.30 
10.50  11.00 11.30  11.30 

1.15 1.15 1.40  1.40 2.45  2.45 3.20  

Registration 
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Collective 
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and whole 
class 
teaching 
input.  

focused 
teaching 
groups and 
continuous 
provision in 
the learning 
environment. 

Phonics 

Focused 
teaching 
groups and 
continuous 
provision in 
the learning 
environment 

Wash 
hands 
Prayer 
and 
lunch 
time. 

Registration 
and whole 
class 
teaching 
input.  

Focused 
teaching 
groups and 
continuous 
provision in 
the learning 
environment 

Milk/Fruit 
and 
circle/story 
time and 
prayers  

 Daily reading at school: Your child needs their reading folder every day.  
 Wednesday: change reading books.  
 Thursday: PE.  
 Friday morning: whole school celebratory assembly (all welcome).  
 Friday: homework sent home and spelling tests when children have settled in 

and become more confident with their reading and writing.  
 Various weekly slots throughout the year the children gain rich experiences 

from specialised teachers in dance, music, singing and PE. 


